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SUB J : THE CHURCH, POVERTY, AND ECONOMIC AID 

1. SUMMARY: IN PRESS CONFERENCE APRIL 1 1, CATHOLIC BISHOP 
CAMUS SAID RESTRICTION OF FOREIGN ECONOMIC AID TO CHILE 
PENALIZES CHILEAN PEOPLE. ON HUMAN RIGHTS, SAID THERE HAS 
BEEN A CHANGE OVER THE PAST YEAR. STATED CHURCH- GOC 
RELATIONS ARE GOOD; THAT CHURCH IS AWARE OF MIR TACTIC TO USE 
PRIESTS; AND THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER WILL SEE CARDINAL SILVA 
WHILE IN CHILE. HIS STATEMENTS DO NOT DETRACT FROM PREVIOUS 
CHURCH CRITICISM OF GOC BUT UPPEAR TO REPRESENT CARDINAL S 
STRONG BELIEF THAT GOOD PERSONAL RELATIONS BETWEEN GOC AND 
CHURCH ARE OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. SECRETARY OF THE EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE BISHOP CARLOS 

CAMUS IN PRESS CONFERENCE CONCERNING RECENT BISHOP'S CONFERENCE, 
MADE NUMBER OF POINTS, WITH EMPHASIS ON CHILE S CURRENT 
ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES. MOST IMPORTANTLY, HE WARNED FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES THAT IN THESE DIFFICULT ECONOMIC MOMENTS, WITH 
SO MUCH MISERY. MEASURES THAT AFFECT CREDITS TO CHILE 
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DO NOT CHASTISE GOVERNMENTS, BUT RATHER PUNISH THE POOREST". 
CAMUS SAID "IT IS NOT JUST" THAT HUNGER BE USED FOR 
POLITICAL PURPOSES, AND ADDED THAT LAST YEAR CHURCH ASKED 
U.S. AND CANADIAN BISHOPS NOT TO SUPPORT ECONOMIC MEASURES 
AGAINST "CHILEAN PEOPLE" FOR ANY REASON. 

3. COMMENTING ON THE CURRENT HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN 
CHILE, CAMUS SAID THERE HAD BEEN "A CHANGE" IN COMPARISON WITH 
LAST YEAR BUT DID NOT DEFINE IT. HE REITERATED CHURCH'S 
POSITION ON DEFENDING MAN AGAINST "VENGEANCE AND UNSUITABLE" 
(INADECUADOS) MEASURES. 

4. CAMUS AFFIRMED THAT CHURCH RELATIONS WITH GOC ARE 
GOOD AND THAT THERE HAS ALWAYS BEEN A DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES AND THE CHURCH. 

5. HE /CONFIRMED" THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER, IF HE COMES 

TO CHILE, WILL MEET WITH CHURCH LEADER RAUL CARDINAL SILVA. 

6. REFERRRING TO TERRORIST MOVEMENT OF REVOLUTIONARY LEFT 
(MIR) CAMUS SAID THE CHURCH IS AWARE OF MIR STRATEGY TO 
BRING PEOPLE IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE TO PRIESTS. ACCORDING 

TO PRESS, CAMUS ADMITTED THAT SEVERAL PRIESTS HAD ABUSED 
THEIR POSITION WITH RESPECT TO CONTACT WITH MIR BUT SAID 
NUMBER WAS ONLY MINIMAL WHEN COMPARED TO NUMBER OF REAL 
REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE. 

7. CAMUS SAID THE BISHOPS HAD DISCUSSED THE FAMILY 
PROBLEMS CREATED BY EXPULSION OF CHILEANS TO FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES WHERE THEY MAY BE UNEMPLOYED. STATED THE CHURCH 
BELIEVES MAJORITY OF PEOPLE WHO ARE SEEKING ASYLUM SHOULD RE- 
MAIN IN CHILE. 

8. CAMUS REVEALED THAT THE CHURCH IS NOW OPERATING 
OVER 100 "SOUP KITCHENS" TO FEED THE POOR, WITH GOAL OF 
ESTABLISHING A NEW ONE EVERY DAY. IN THE BEGINNING THEY 
ATTEMPTED TO FEED THOSE OF SCHOOL AGE, BUT ADULTS ARE NOW 
INCLUDED. 

9. COMMENT: BECAUSE OF BISHOPS' CONCERN FOR CURRENT 
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ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, CAMUS IN EFFECT SUPPORTED GOC BY HIS 
COMMENTS ON EFFECTS OF FOREIGN ASSISTANCE CUTOFF. ALTHOUGH 
NOT AN ENDORSEMENT OF GOC POLICY OR AN OFFICIAL CHURCH 
DECLARATION OF SUPPORT, THIS IS FURST TIME WE HAVE NOTED 
CHURCH SPEAKING OUT AGAINST THOSE WHO WOULD USE ECONOMIC 
MEASURE AS PART OF POLITICAL STRATEGY TO FORCE GOC POLICY 
CHANGE. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


10. JUDGING FROM PRESS VERSIONS OF CONFERENCE, CAMUS 
HANDLED HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE CAREFULLY. PRESUMABLY THE 
"CHANGE" HE MENTIONED WAS FOR THE BETTER, BUT STATEMENT 
AGAINST "VENGEANCE AND UNSUITABLE MEASURES" INDICATES CHURCH 
STILL SEES A PROBLEM. LACK OF SPECIFICS MAY REFLECT CHURCH'S 
DESIRE TO WITHHOLD COMMENT WHILE DEBATE ON SUBJECT IS 

GOING ON WITHIN GOC AND CARDINAL S BELIEF THAT HIS PERSONAL 
GOOD RAPPORT WITH GOC OFFICIALS WOULD BE JEOPARDIZED BY 
OPEN CRITICISM. CAMUS HAS BEEN MUCH TOUGHER ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFFS. 

1 1 . CAMUS WAS PRESUMABLY ASKED ABOUT CONTACT BETWEEN 
PRIESTS AND MIR BECAUSE OF HIS PAST ROLE. NO DOUBT THIS 
REMAINS A POTENTIAL TROUBLEMAKER FOR GOC-CHURCH RELATIONS. 

12. CAMUS DEPARTS CHILE ABOUT 16 ON IVP VISIT TO U.S. 
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